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““ Thailand’s good fortune in mastering the threat of imperialism was in part luck,
in part geography, but also a matter of successful government. Rising again after the end
of disastrous wars with Burma in the eighteenth century in which the old Siamese capital
of Ayuthaya had been destroyed, the kingdom was in a state of splendid vitality. The
Bangkok dynasty, founded by a general hardened in the wars of liberation, was powerful
and flexible enough to meet the challenge of the West was in large measure the accomplish-
ment of three kings - Mongkut ( Rama IV ), 1851 — 1868 ; Chulalongkon ( Rama V' ), 1868 —
1910; and Wachirawut (Rama V1), 1910 — 1925. These three monarchs had the wit to
understand the kingdom’s changing place in a South-east Asia that was increasingly
dominated by economic, intellectual, technical, and armed power of the west. They had
also the will to act as was necessary to meet the situation. The great question which they
faced was how to save the kingdom’s independence. The response was a policy of yielding
where necessary and of consolidating and reorganizing what remained. The implementa-
tion of this policy, in itself a remarkable political feat, created the modern state of
Thailand.”

( From ‘“ Governments and Politics of Southeast Asia” Edited by George McTurnan
Kahin )
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“ In 1851, when King Mongkut mounted the throne of Siam, the European powers
had taken possession of large parts of Asia, and they were preparing to increase their
holdings still further. He was one of the very few Asian leaders who could match the
empire builders in skill. While other rulers were either fighting hopeless battles or giving
"in to the conquerors, he kept his country free. While others sought to withdraw into safety
by shutting out western influences, he recognized as the Japanese were to recognize a few
years later, that the only way for an Asian country to servive was to absorb these influences
and modernize itself. He had seen what happened when China tried to shut out the west:
almost alone among his country men he realized that the Chinese were really beaten in the
Opium Wars; he did not believe their propaganda that they were granting treaty rights to
the British only as a gracious compromise. The Siamese must not follow their example;
they would have to break with the conservative isolationism of the recent past, admit foreign
trade and foreign ideas, revamp their old institutions. Their future rulers would have to
learn the intricacies of western thought and science, diplomacy and statecraft..................
................................................... Some day, when history adopts a more comprehensive
view of the world, King Mongkut’s name will rank higher than the names of the empire-
builders. For the moment, however, he is hardly known in the west except in a series
of grotesgue caricatures presented under such names as Anna and the King of Siam and
The King and 1.” (¢ King Mongkut of Siam” by A.B. Griswold)
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“I am of opinion that we are very powerless and orphans when the French do such
indirect steps towards us without shame. We cannot resist or defend ourselves unless
another power would favour us by reasonable merciful assistance.” (F.0. 69 No. 40, 1866
in Public Record office, Chancery Lane, London.)
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