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Challenges to ASEAN States in

Combating Transnational Crime*#*
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Abstract

This article aims to explore the concept of transnational crime considered as an unconventional
threat affecting national and social security throughout the world including the Southeast Asian region which
is inevitably moving toward ASEAN Community (AC) in 2016. The study found that transnational crime has
characteristics that are different from ordinary crime. The understanding of transnational crime cannot be
based only on the traditional concept of criminology, but needs a more comprehensive approach also using
concepts from political science, laws and criminology. In order to fight transnational crimes effectively, law
enforcement agencies of each country should closely work with each other by implementing the existing

mechanisms at the national, regional and international levels.
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